
Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading in Reception and Year 1 

Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Phonics



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph

Adjacent consonant

Split digraph



• These are the first group of letters and 
sounds your child will learn.

• We start teaching from week 2 of 
Reception.

• The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging 
and have been designed to gradually build 
over time.

Reception - Phase 2



We teach Phase 2 in this order



Blending to read words



In Phase 5 children learn:

• new graphemes for the sounds they 
already know

• that the same grapheme can have 
alternative pronunciations.

The ‘Grow the code’ lessons support 
children with reading and spelling 
these alternative spellings.

Year 1 - Phase 5



• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

Tricky words



Reading tricky words



Our progression



Reading and spelling



Reception - Spelling

• Your child will be taught how to spell simple words, using the graphemes 
they have been taught.

• They will practise the correct formation of letters. They will also have 
handwriting lessons.



• This term, your child will be taught how to spell words 
every day using the graphemes they have been taught 
so far.

• They will practise writing a dictated sentence.

• Handwriting is referred to but is taught at other times 
of the day.

Year 1 - Spelling



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled three times a week

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups

• children in Reception will bring a 
book home that matches their 
phonic level. This is decided by half 
termly assessments.

How do we practise reading in books?



How do we find the right book for your child?



This means that your child should: 

• know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• They might sound out words and 
blend them before they read them 
fluently.

• If they can’t read a word, read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Books going home



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language.

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.

oMake up sentences together.

o Find different words to use.

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



What is the Phonics Screening Check? 

• The Phonics Screening Check is a 
quick check of your child’s decoding 
skills. 

• Your child will be asked to read 40 
words – 20 are real words, 20 are 
known as ‘alien words’ (made-up 
words). 

The Year 1 Phonics Screener

How does the check work? 
• Your child will be asked to read 40 

words independently. 
• The check has been designed to not put 

your child under stress. It will be carried 
out by a member of staff who knows 
your child well. 

• It should only take a few minutes to 
complete, but there is no time limit.



A further workshop will be arranged for Year 1 parents (after Christmas) 
to explore the phonics screener and any support you can provide your 
children.

The Year 1 Phonics Screener



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan


