
         Year 5 Writing Targets 

 

Spelling 1 I can spell about a third of the words in the Y5-6 word list correctly. 

2 I can use a hyphen to join a prefix to a root word like re-enter and co-ordinate. 

3 
I can spell some homophones from the Y5-6 set like guest/guessed, past/passed 

and cereal/serial. 

4 I can spell some words with prefixes like in, il, im, re, sub, inter and auto. 

5 

I can spell some words with the suffixes sion, cian, ous and ly. Other examples 

include changing words like innocent/innocence, observant/observation and 

assistant/assistance. 

6 I can use apostrophes accurately most of the time. 
Handwriting 

7 
I can use the space on the page well, beginning each new paragraph in the right 

place. 

8 I can write even-sized letters in a fluent writing style, which can be read easily. 

9 I can cursively join lower case letters but also print letters to label a diagram. 
Composition 10 I can write with sustained, well-paced ideas for specific purposes and audiences. 

11 
I can select appropriate grammar and vocab to match the purpose and audience 

of my writing (Knowing when to write formally and informally).  

12 I can describe setting/characters with an increasing awareness of the reader. 

13 I can begin to use dialogue to convey character and advance the action. 

14 I can use the correct layout and presentation suitable for that genre. 

15 I can create paragraphs that are linked, although transitions may be awkward. 

16 
I can use a wider range of linking words and phrases to aid cohesion including 

time adverbials, place adverbials and number. Eventually,.. 

17 
I can sometimes include a relative clause which begins with words like who, which 

or when. 

18 I can use modal verbs like might, should or must, to show degrees of possibility. 

19 

I can begin to understand and recognise the active and passive voice. Basically, if 

you can add “by zombies” after the verb and it makes sense, you probably 

have passive voice. The town was attacked (by Zombies).  
 

Vocabulary,  

Grammar  

and 

Punctuation 

20 
I can write sentences which are grammatically accurate and punctuated 

correctly, using CL, FS, ?, ! and commas in a list. 

21 I can begin to use commas for clarity and to avoid ambiguity. 

22 

I can use brackets, dashes or commas to begin to indicate parenthesis. E.g. My 

teacher (Mr Griffith) is excellent at teaching English. However, my friend, 

Kayden, doesn’t listen.  

23 
I can use a comma between the main clause and the sub-clause, to make the 

meaning clear. 
  


